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By Robyn Bardgett

ringing awareness
to the community
about autism is
the mis of To-
morrow’s Voices.
And as the charity celebrates
Autism Awareness next month,
in October it will also celebrate
five years since it opened the
doors of its intervention centre.
But while the charity can look
back and ses how far they have
come, there are still plenty of
milestones they hope to reach in
the future.
“Being around for five years is
8 huge milestone for us.” suys
board member Eriea Smith.
“Peaple didnt think there was a
need for a centre or that we
wotld be successful in creating a
centre. We've always been clear
that until a gap remains in serv-
fces for developmental disorders
our services will be needed.”
While the charity has been
lucky to have generous dona-
tions from its key supporters in-
cluding Lancashire Foundation,
Capital G and Bank of Bermuda
Foundatien, they have not es-
caped the brunt of the economic
t‘hllllem;i's facing the communi-

“Every time 1 walk into the
centre | see why we are still here
and why we are needed.” says
Then Furbert, Tomorrow's Voices
founder and board chairman,
“Chur first priority is to give these
children a better chanece at being
in a normal environment — we
give them the tools to do that. We
get ealls on a daily basis from
parents whose kids can't go back
into mainstream schools because
of a developmental disability.
Where do they go? Until we are
happy that under Government
policy things are getting done,
we will be here.”

Currently, the charity sub-
sidises their services by 756 par-
cent but there are still parents
who are struggling and unable to
keep their children at the contre.
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Tomorrow’s Voices advocates for
more resources to be made available

“Wa wish we could do more
and wish we hod the resources to
do more,” says Ms Smith. *This i=
an underserved community and
they need as much support ng
possible, The earlier we can in-
tervene, whether for behavioral,
mental or physical reasons, the
better the outcome for that child
and for society”

The board are currently lob-
bying insurance companies on
the Island to help cover the cost
of the intensive intervention
uged by Tomorrow’s Volces,

“Applied Behaviour Analysis
(ABA) is a well-researched prac-
tiee and therapy. Insurance cov-
ers speech therapy, eccupational
therapy, physio — we are advocat-
ing and lobbying for coverage to-
day,” Ms Smith says.

But Ms Furbert adds, “There
is hope. There s a resource with
Tomorrow's Voices and each
child has the ability to grow”

She aleo adds that her son,
Cire, who has developmental dis-
abilities, is the funniest person
she's ever met.

“It's not all dreary and drag.
Cire is the funniest person and
he can't even talk to me. I more
people can have that and have
that laughter in their lives it
would be for the better,” she says.

Although, Ma Furbert admits
that there were times when she
theught it would be easier to just
focus on her son.

“Iknow it's all for the best and
not just for my child, While it
wotld have been easier to just
deal with Cire that's just not the
way [ was bred. I don't want peo-
ple to have to travel down the
road that I had to travel. Now,
peaple know who to call when
their child i diagnosed.”

As Ms Furbert looks to the fu-
ture for her son, who is now 14,
she is hoping to help make a dif-
ferenes for other parents and
raige awnreness about getting
intervention for their child as
c as possible.

“We are hoping to raise
awarenoss with parents to un-
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f Being around for five
years Is a huge mlle-
stone for us. People

didn’t think there was a
need for a centre or that
we would be successful

In creating a centre.

We've always been clear
that untll a gap remains

In services for develop-

mental our

Thea Furbert and a t
sell Eat Shop Glve cards for
the charlty’'s fundraising
event.

derstand that as early as two
vears old they need to be looking
out for things developmentally.

“Many parents fight against
the idea of their child not being
in a typical school but the goal is
to provide children with the toals
to eventually go on to main-
stream schools. Parents should
not be scared to get intervention
now so that later there is less
need for nssistance and less need
for a paraprofessional. Get kids
at two, three, four, and get neces-
sary intervention to change their
life for the better A lot of people
have gone down the same rosd
and you are not alone in this
journey. Every child that has
gone through Tomorrow's Volces
programme has learned and
grown and met challenges and
they now have a better quality of
life because of the intervention
we provide"

As Cire's aunt, Ms Smith says
she has been along for the jour-
ney of a lifetime \H‘h her sister,
But she says as Cire ages it has
become clearer how ||11;|mrl:ml it
1= for Tomorrow's Voices 1o ramp
up their efforts.

“These children do become
adults and we can provide them
with the toeols they need to make
a better life for themsalves,” she
says. “We teach them tangible
things so they can lead an inde-
pendent life,
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services will be needed.’
~ Erlca Smith

“When they turn 18 they need
te be able to contribute to their
own lives as well as to society
and the list goes on. The point is
there i a lot of work that still
nixds to be done.”

Next month the charity will
celebrate Autism Awarness
month with several eventa.
Throughout the month of April,
people ean raise money for To-
marrow’s Voi by purchasing
an Eat Shop Give card, which
will afford them discounts and
prometions to several businesses
acrosa the Island.

“People will have the epportu-
nity to gave on clothing and sup-
plics or get a discounted prices

preciative of businesses for par-
ticipating in th stressful
times,” says Ma Smith.

The charity is also hoping to
raise awareness through social
media with their 1000 Voices for
Autism campaign on Facebonok.

“People are invited to sign up
or at least friend us on Face-
book,” & s Furbert. “We'll al-
50 be designing an autism
AWATEN logo that we'd like
peaple to use as their picture on
Facebook throughout the month
of April ™

On May 12, Tomorrow’s Voices
will be hosting their first speak-
ing event, which will feature
autism advocates Sean Barron

Autlsm awareness: Dr Kim Mills, left, Tomorrow’s Volces execu-
tive director, along with other charity volunteers wave to passing
motorists on East Broadway at the end of Autism Awareness

maonth [ast year.

and his girlfriend Barbara Pro-
topapa, who congider themselves
“healed” from autism.

“Their story i= very inspiring
and it's a story of hope that will
hopefully t.h.mg\- people’s minds
about nutism,” says Ms Smith.

And in an effort o continue to
raise awarencss about autism
even after April is over, Tomor-
row's Voices volunteers will be on
East Broadway at the end of
April with signs te remind mo-
torigts that although Autizm

Awareness month is over autism
i r finished

“We want to raise awareness
for the coantry that there are
people in our population that
have a whole host of things going
on with them that are not as ap-
parent as one might think,” says
Ms Smith. *“We need to show
more compassion, empathy and
tolerance and seek to under-
stand what drives a person,
whether they be o child or an
adult.”

Raising the standards
for Tomorrow’s Voices

By Robyn Bardgett

his year a number
of new initintives
have been started
in order to bring
the intervention
programme at annrm R \mmﬂ

search for the National Autiam
Centre,

“It has been one of the high-
lights of my career being asked
to participate in this group., It's a
great way for us to stay tied into
the research by this most prosti-
gious group of autiam re-

up to

The centre is hoping to re-
eoive accreditation for their work
as a non-profit to continue to
build their reputation as an ex-
cellent resource for intervention
for disabilitios,

“We are aiming for the next
level by increasing and expand-
ing our training epportunities in
goneral and becoming accroedit-

s D Kim Mills, executive
director of T smorrow's Voices, "It
will elevate the level of our work
and continue to raise the bar.”

Dir Mills has also been invited
this year to participate in re-

hors,” shi saya.

The charity has continually
expanded its training institute
on the Island, which works close-
:sgionals from tho
istry of Education and the
try of Health, providing

ional development hours

tional therapists, apeech thers
piats and paraprofessionals.
They have also recently
launched a consulting service
within schools,

“Wea teach in schools to high-
functioning kids in both public
and private achools,
Mills. "We provide ind

designed programmes to target
goals specifically for cach stu-
dent. We only stay as long as we
are nesded -
brief and someti

Through the
Bermuda Association of Behav-
iour Analyais (BABA), Tomor-
row's Voices hopes to raise
awa oss about autisam
throughout the community and
not just with people who deal di-
rectly with developmental
abilitios.

The BABA mission is to in-
crease the knowledge base relat-
ed to Applied Behaviour
Analysis (ABA) in Bermuda and
to help integrate applied behav
jour analysis practices into dai
aperations of the conntry’s ser
ice delivery to people with dis-
abilitins, as well as to those with
challenging behavieurs and
everyday problems.

Continued on Page 8
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Staff at Tomorrow’s Voices speak about
their love for their work

T'Neil Dickinson

orking with

special needs

children, as

with all chil-

dren, takes
patience and kindness,

While it may bo o challenge,
especially trying to communicate
with children who are not always
able to vocalise their wanis and
noeds, it is 0 challenge that
T'Neil Dickinson is more than
willing to take on.

The nesistant verbal thermpist

eaye that working at Tomorrow's
Voices has affected her tremen-
dously.
“I've been able to witness the
children learn and grow, which is
n huge asset. The children have
definitely mude o big impact on
my life,”

Days when a child st the con-
tre does samething out of their
mal pattern are a huge and
important step for & therapist to
o,

“One of my favourite mema-
ries is when my client and 1 were

inno togethor”™ Ms
tins. “Sho must
have been tired of playing so she
randomly said to me - within
eontaxt - ‘Come on, let's go'. She
proceeded to close the pianoe, got
up from her chair and directed
mo to anather activity, It was
ehocking to me because 1 had
never heard her speak within
contoxt, | was very improssed.”

Ma Dickinson, who has a
Bachelor of Arts in Honours Pay-
chology from Saint Mary’s Uni-
versity has warked at
Tomorrow's Voices since last
Soptember. She had volunteered
for the charity at their an

1
Bounce for Autism event and lat-
ar applied for the assistant ver-

T'Neil Dickinson

bal behaviour therapist position,
The job affords her plenty of on-
site training, as well as chal-
langes.

“Oine of the main challenges 1
face at Tomorrow's Voices is
gaining o complete understand-
ing of the children’s wants and
actions. Most of my clients are
not voeal 2o it is sometimes diffi-
cult to detormine what they
want, or why they are acting out.
It definitely gets easier as [ be-
gin to gel to know the children
more, which allows me to under-
stand their needs substantially,”
she explains.

As one of very few Bermudi-

ana in the field she says it is a
field of work she'd like to see
more Bermudians get involved
with. But, she advises, you must
love the job in order to make it
waork.,
- “The best candidate for this
line of work firstly has to look at
it as more than o job; they have
to put their heart in it. Secondly,
working with children is difficult
in itself, therefore working with
spocial needs children is more of
a challenge. One needs to be up
for the challenge, bringing pa-
tience and o kind beart”

Emma Martin

ringing new ideas
to the work done
at Tomorrow's

Her background and training
has beon an asset to Tomorrow's
Voices not only at the contre but
aa the therapists have started to
wark with children in Bermuda's
schools. Tt is part of the job na
senior | pist that

Voices is ntial
for the centre’s
continued growth.

Emma Martin, who worked at
the prestigious Jigsaw School in
Lendon, UK is the latest part of
the puzzle.

The Jigsaw School is one of
the few in the UK offering a
structured programme of inten-
sive intervention based on the
principles of Applied Behaviour
a\mll)uu'x (ABA}, which Tomor-
row's Voices provides for Jocal,
non-typical developing children.
Tt's what drew Ms Martin to the
school.

“What they are doing at To-
morrow’s Yoices is similar to the
way [ worked in the UK sho ex-
plains

Ms Martin brings with her
the spocialised work from Jigsaw
in the Comprohensive Applica-
tion of Behaviour Analysis to
Schoaling (CABAS), which is a
research-driven system-wide ap-
proach to providing individu-
alised programmes for children
and young poople with and with-
out disabilities

Mz Martin has enjoyed.

Ny mnin role is t supervise
but | have also been teaching
and it has been great to build
good relationships which does
come quickly when you get to
work more regularly with the
children,” she says.

“All of the children come with

differences but behavicur is be- |

haviour and the work wo do we
cnn apply to each child and make
changes in their lives regardless
of what their differences are”

While things are constantly
changing in the field of ABA, M=
Martin says her contacts with
the Jigsaw School nnd her men-
tors remains,

*We have to keep up with the
best practice standards and kesp
up with research and knowledge
all of the time,” she gays, “Things
are changing all the time in the
fiedd and its great to have that
contact.”

Eventually she would like to
oo the centro grow and possibly
do more work with adult servie
es, which she says are currently
quite limited on the Island.

Emma Martin with Tomorrow's Voices student Exodus.
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Omar Dill

oming to work

BVery morning to

waork with the chil-

dren nt Tomor-

row's Voices is a
great feeling.

For Omar Dill, assistant ver-
bal behavior therapist at Tomor-
row’'s Voices, the job may pose
challenges but the centre pro-
vides n laidback environment
where he can often times act like
n kid o n dny-to-day basix,

“Everyone wishes they wers u

| kid again and we get to come in

to work and do that every day,”
says Mr DHIL “This is not a
atressful jobs to me. [ am not up
all night worrying about desad-
lines"

The graduate of Saint Mary's
University majored in psycholo-
gy and found that he was not in-
clined o a business job working
at an office.

A lot of what T studied wasn't
spocifically for working with
children with autism. The behay-
ioral techniques that we use are
not ]mrl applied to children with
autism,” he says.

Tomorrow's Voices provides
onsite training for the th
o help them keep up wi
the changes that are ongoing in

Omar Dill

I¢s not just a job and you really
have to apply yoursell no matter
what, Children will pick up on
every clue.”

And in his field of work gain-
ing trust amongst his clients is
paramount.

“It's about becoming the kid's
best friend and being the best
person in the worJd to them.”

the field of Applicd Bet
Analysis.

“No two children are alike and
we do a lot of onsite training. You
have to be open o asking ques-
tions in this job. We try and
brainstorm and give feedback to
wach other It's a very open envi-
ronment and not like o boss giv-
ing orders.”

In the end, he says, it's about
sweing vach child succeesd,

*You have to really want to
sew the kids suecead in this job,

his clionts
1.1\ ance uur time is |h sfinitely

v Y |

“lam gmlerul for the opportu-
nity to take what | have learned
in wchool and apply it to n mean-
ingful career path. Shaping be-
haviour in order to create
positive, long lasting effects on
children's behaviour makes wak-
ing up every mormning worth it.”

‘The highlight of my career’

Continued from Page 7

“ABA is not just for those in
the disabilities field,” explains
Dir Mills. *We're hoping to en-
courage anyone that is interest-
ed in the science of chunging
behaviour to participate,
whother that be teachers or
politicians hoping to come up
with ways to solve community
problems.”

BABA will be an affiliate
chapter of the Association for Be-
havior Analysis International
(ABALI, which is a non-profit
memhership organisation with
the mission to contribute to the
well-being of saciety by develop-
ing, enhancing and supporting
the growth and vitality of the
seienco of hehaviour analysis
through research, education and
practice. ABAI affiliated chap-
ters have more than 17,000
members around the world.

The charity’s efforts, she says,
will hopefully show the strength
and commitment Tomorrow's
Voices has to intervention and

Raising the voices of tomorrow.

will hopefully see
insurance reim-
bursement for the
intensive therapy
that the centre
provides,

“We need that
reimbursement
so that we can
provide these
services to more
people,” Dir Mills
By,

*Wo work with
kids across the
disability spec-
trum and the
higgest thing is
our reputation in
the community.
Tomorrow's Voic-
es hne always
by s export in-
atitution and we
want to really
help the commu-
nity understand
how excellent we
are”

Dr Kim Mills, executive director of Tomor-
row’s Voices.

Capital G is proud to support Tomorrow’s Voices and applauds all the work they do as Bermuda's Early Intervention Centre for

autistic members of our community.

Tomorrow's Voices is designed to meet the individual needs of children who are diagnosed with Autism or on the Autism
Spectrum between the ages of 2 and 21 years of age. The overall goal of Tomarrow's Voices is to provide clients with the skills
to assist with their reintegration into their neighbourhood schools with minimal supervision and to provide them with a better
quality of life through intervention.

As Bermuda's local bank, we believe in supporting our community, that's why we support the endeavours of charitable groups
that help to improve the lives of those who live in Bermuda.

For more information on the Capital G Giving Back Programme visit:

capital-g.com
19 Reid Street

296.6969

Welcome to the family.

CAPITAL
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Don’t let fear hold you
back from seeking help

By Robyn Bardgett

aving a child di-

agnosed with a

developmental

disorder can be

frightening for
any parent.

That fear can sometimes
cause parenis to delay getting
r therapy noeded to
ir child.
relah Ravnor, while
there was some trepidation
about getting her daughter Exo-
dus, 4, therapy for the genotic
dizorder fragile X syndrome. she
couldn't be happi i
sults seen from her
started work-
ing with Tomorrow's Vioices,

*I had never heard of the syn-
drome (fragile X and part of the
recommendations for her thera-
py was occupational therapy and
ABA (Applied Behavioral Ar
ais). | had never heard of any
that and didn't really have any

of

confider in finding that in
Bermuda,” says Ms Raynor. "But
I found out that it is available
and wag given a list of different
place started off looking into
each place but [ wanted hor to be
in & regular school and Tomor-
row's Voices just geamed go far
from that. I weighed up the pros
and cons and sat on it for about
three months trying to come to
terms with it all.”

Fragile X syndrome has many
eymptomes similar to autism, Be-
havioral problems ciated
with the gyndrome include
speech and language dels
woll as hvperactive ar
behaviour, and tendency to avoid
ave contact,

nor spent many
months trying to get to the bot-
tom of her daughter's de
montal issues and it w

intervention. Ms Raynor eventu-
ally wag able to get her daughter
in for an assessment at Chil-
dren’s Hoapital in Boston where

last April she received the diag-
nosis of fragile X syndrome.

mlkmg' much at all and was a
vory quiet child,” she explains.
Before coming to Tomorrow's
Voices Exodus would start off the
mornings and stand in my room
and just cry. She had no speech,
ahe wouldn't point there wasn't
anything that [ could do”
“Within the first two to three
month of her being at Tomor-
row's Voices thoere was definitely
language development. Every
day has just been a tremendouas
i @ in hor I'mmmu and
Iy.

much crying and whining any-
more

ventually Mg Raynor hopes
“xodus will be full time in
tream schooling.
the may have to start later
and require a paraprofessional
at least to begin with but every

Raising awareness about Tomorrow’s
Voices to a younger audience

By Robyn Bardgett

rowing awarcness about

nutism among the younger

generation is the drive be-

hind Day After Tomorrow

(DAT), the junior board mem-
bers of Tomorrow's Voices.

The group of young Tomorrow's Voices
volunteers is aiming to educate their
peers aboul the developmental disorder.

“The Tomorrow's Voices board wanted
to have a younger generation to raise
awareness to people our age about how
autism can eccur as well as general aware-
ness among under-3is about the charity as
a whole,” explains Jenna Viera, one of the
DAT founding members. Ms Viera, along
with Julia Gibson, Alex Lindo and Barna-
by West are behind the DATs.

Last year the DATs put on their first
event with a party held at Rumbar, and
they hope that this year they will be able
to stage at least two events.

As Autism Awarencss month gets into
full swing next month, the DATs have
their next event planned for April 28, this
time a scavenger hunt which they are hop-
ing will draw younger members of the
community.

“With the generosity of the Bermuda

Bistro, DATs will be hosting Get Puzzled, a
seavenger hunt in and around the City of
Hamilton. All proceeds will benefit Tomor-
row's Voices,” says Ms Gibson. “We're hop-
ing that this might turn into an annual
event that people can look forward to
every spring.”

Ms Viera adds: “We want people to walk
away from an event and hopefully remem-
ber that they did something for autism,
and learn a little something about autism
al the same time,” says Ms Viera,

The team also helps the charity by sup-
poriing other yearly Tomorrow's Voices
events.

For Ms Viera the mission of Tomorrow’s
Voices hits close to home,

“My sister is specinl needs and there are
not a lot of resources on the Island for her.
The centre for intervention is needed for a
different style of therapy on the Island.”

The team is also hoping to encourage
more people to join their efforts.

“It's always nice to have fresh, new
ideas and everyone is invited Lo come and
Join,” Ms Viera says.

Ms Gibson adds: “It's a great way to give
back to the community and do as much as
we can for Tomorrow's Voices.”

To find out more information about the
Get Puzzled scavenger hunt contact

tertomor

day

day I still underestimate hor ca-
pabilities.”
Ms Raynor aays she has start-
ed an education fund with the in-
tention that Exodus will one day
make it to uni .

“One of my motivational fac-
tors JH ksr her to go

tage of what she can do in the fu-
ture”

While she originally started
off worried about how her
e luhhtor w mJId fare at Tomor-

g

row’s Voic
is one of the
vocates,

m the complete runpmitu

ay @
p‘. ia definitely working \nu
have to be living it - that's the
only way to understand the im-
panm e of Tomorrow's Vaoic
“We are like a family here. It
opened my oves to a whole other
world for people with additional
needs and the work they have to
do”
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Proud parent: Cyrelah Raynor with daughter Exodus, four.

Premier fundraising event
back and better than ever

By Robyn Bardgett

ne of the premier
vonts on the Tt
marrow's Voices
calendar is tho
Eat Shop Give
charity promotion.
evont has come back this
a year's hiatus as it
lled in 2011 due to lack

Howevor, it is back and bigger
than ever with elose to 50 busi-
nesses involved with more com-
ing onboard every day.

“We consider this to be
Bormuda's premier dining, shop-
ping and giving charity event.”
rx|\|1im| Erica Smith, Tomaor-
row’s s board membor.

In unh\r to participate,
make a $£10 donation,
turn gets them an Eat Shop l‘l\ Cl
card. The card offers people the
ability to receive promotions and
diseounts from merchants across
the Island, including shops, serv-
ices and restaurants

From large businesses like
Gibbons Company to smaller
o

time...

Hey Peeps...It’s me...Alex!

You know me, you went to Warwick Academy with me, you're probably one of my 497
friends on Facebook, and | know you see me at Country Squire and Swizzle all the
LOL! But what you may not know is that | am Face to Face with Autism.

My nephew Kevy has Autism. It hurts to see him sometimes ‘cause he is eight, and doesn't
really know right away, that I'm his Auntie Alex. | watch him go through hours of therapy every
day, just to get him to say one word, but when he does, and that word is “Auntie” | feel better
than any girls night in town I've ever had! The current rate of Autism is now 1 in every 110 births.
You don't have to be special - to Autism you're just a number! We've got to be prepared
Bermy...with numbers like that, it won't be long before you are Face to Face With Autism
too...Tomerrow's Voices is helping people like me understand Autism, and they are doing so
much work to make sure if you need it, you will have somewhere to turn

Yo...It's Alex...and | am Face to Face with Autism

e

FACETO FACEWITH| '/} -

IFHGNROWs

Pharmacy.

| Support Eat! Shop! Give! and So Can You!

Make a $10 donation to Tomorrow’s Voices and receive your Eat! Shop! Givel
discount card, Cards available at Secrets, Face and Body Day Spa, Hera
Boutique, DEMCO Florist, Bermuda Linens & Gifts and Rubis Dowling's
Marine and Auto, and at volunteer booths at Brown & Co. and People's

Make your donation today and help improve the life of a child with Autism!

For additional information on Eat! Shopl Givel please call
537-5922 or 337-5570 or email us at tomomowsvoices@north

rock.bm

REGISTERED CHARITY #8146 ~ 155 SOUTH ROAD SMITHS HS 01

I: (441) 297-4342 - Fa;

Web

(441) 297-2342 = Email: tomorrow:

oices@northrock.bm

www, tomorror

like Dowling's service
station, there are a variety of dif-

Shop: Autism awareness puzzie pleces decorate the window of
Secrets during Tomorrow's Volces Eal Shop Give charity promo.

tion event.

ferent ways that people can en-
Joy the savings the card affords
them,

“This April the
on — Lime Carifta Games
and the Ag Show (Anoual Exhi-
hition) where people will be look-

Plece of the puzzle: Autism awareness facts will help educate the
publle about autism during the Eat Shop Give event.

ing to get elothes and supplie
says Mrs Smith. *It's a great
fx puuph\ to pramete their busi-

f'h-_ charity event has a three-
pronged approach that makes it
more appealing than just a one-
ofl charity shopping night, savs
Ms Smith.

“We rai

funds for Tomor-
row's Voices, the consumer gets
the benefit of d nts and pro-
motions, and businesses get ad-
ditional busine ud traffic in
their stores,” she says.

The event rung throughout
the month of April — Autism
Awareness month,

“There will algo be puzzle

ces with autism awareness
I'lu.la dle-pl nyed in the windoy
several of the businesse
Ms Smith. “We're also hoping to
educate the public with this
campaign as well.”

Volunteers will be setting up
booths around the Island to sell
the cards, and several of the
businesses will also be selling
the cards on the charity's behalf.

For more information about
the event, email tomorrowsvoie-
es@northrock.bm.
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Autism advocate to speak
at Tomorrow’s Voices event

By Robyn Bardgett

omorrow's Voicos is
hosting an event
with well-known
autism advocate
Sean Barron in
May. Mr Barron, along with his
girlfriend Barbara Protopapa,
waore both diagnosed with
autlsm at a voung age but are
now high functioning adults,

The couple has used their ox-
perience living with autism to
educate people about the devel-
opmental delay.

I was diagnosed in January
1967 at age fivo and had a myri-
ad of apeech and language de-
lays, fine-motor problems, lack of
eve contact and several other
gigna of classic autiam,.” gays Mr
Barron,

He says it took him the
longest to work through learning
social skills and it wasn't unti|
well into his adult years that he
learned to make friends and get
a grasp on proper social eti-
quptte.

Today, however he says he is
healed from autism but does not
aee it as being cured.

“1 feel that autism no longer
impairs my ability to function
and live n neurotypical life” he
explains, “Healing suggests a
gradunl, holistic process, which
i quite accurate in terms of my
battles with autism and my fam-
ily's attempt to reach me. Cured,
on the other hand, seems to im-
ply a quick fix or panacea of
sorts, which is not what hap-
pened to me"

Living with autism has also
not held the Ohio-based
Youngstown Vindicator news re-
porter back as he has writien
several books, including one with
well-known high-functioning
autistic Temple Grandin.

The book identifies social
norms that are often comman

Unwritten Rules of Soclal Re-
latl by Dr

sense to typically developing
people but may not be so for
these on the autism spectrum,
Mr Barron says.

“Unwritten Rules of Social
Relulwnshlps ig essentially a
blueprint for giving those on the
autism spectrum added tools for
greater social skills success,

“We use research and person-
al examples o illustrate not only
the idea behind the rules, but

BESTTOY STORE

BEST OF

BERMUDA
AWARDS2011
ST

Grandin and Sean Barron,

why they're so important for get-
ting atong in the world with oth-
ers”

Mr Barron will be the key
speaker at Tomorrow's Voices
fundraising dinner event on May
12. Executive director Dr Kim
Mills became good friends with
Mr Barron after meeting him at
an autism conference.

“1 was g0 impressed and in-
apired by his story and 1 wanted
to get to know him botter,” Dr
Mills says. T am thrilled that To-
morrow's Voices was ablo to
bring Sean and his girlfriend
Barbara hero for this speaking
event. It will be an inspiring
evening for all Bermudians and
in particular Bermudians who
have friends and families with
autism or other disabilities as
Sean’s and Barbara's stories are
ones of overcoming challenges
and heating the odds.”

The couple will also get a
chanee to visit the Tomorrow's
Voices facility and staff. He
hopes that his message will
bring o living example to those
in Bermuda.

“T hope our story and message
not only will resonate with our
audience, but will help unlock a
bit of the mystery of autism for
attendees, give them added
means to better understand
those on the spectrum and fur-
ther empower those who work
with people with autism and As-
perger’s syndrome,”

Thursday, March 29, 2012
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Student volunteers make a big
dlfference at Tomorrow’s Voices

mpweiimmﬂw

e Island's and benefits
ents, who are uﬂ:en always on the clock,
While parents ean join the group and
leurn mﬂaﬁe intervention methods
for when they are out in the enmlmll;a
it ea ahn be a time for parents to
gm eﬁwluipywu: time vhmmmmmhm
with autism ud other developmental Hﬂlu.
diubillﬁu social skills and com- ‘And she says the student volunteers
i are invaluable to making the programme
: setﬁn;"mplnim work.
Hillu, executive d!mmr of Tomorrows teenage volunteers from mid-
Voices. dle and school bowwkvilh our kids
A of the Tomorrow’s Voices stu- s really tastic,” she says. “The re-
dentl on't get a chance to get out on indicates that the modellnsarat
S derelomy Salkisee, meDE E Paboctat i STl sovinition i
el cl says very. on in
ﬂwpmrm:ei:nm!whrm youth with dinhlllﬁﬂ. Having a peer
to interact with both non-typical and typ. model is an ideal situation. These ;
Wm&um mhhqweﬂm_ppwus-  to
hile the programme is staffed by To- come to our centre to help our youth be-
v's Voices therapists it is the mid. come . Their and dedica-
dle and high school students that make a  tion for our students is truly to be
world of diffe; to prog app ‘e couldn’t run the pro-
D their help.”

Mills.
ngh. students have also
mpedtbbﬂwﬁhnl‘ﬂﬂrwl-

llﬂmuhﬂl

.Imr level of pltleuoe thn-
“her volunteer work.

"'l'l,c inereased {cﬁum is
something 1 will ke
with me alul ust laarnlnj to
ﬁa udnw slowly and

Eowc\rer for Hount Saint

ex 'erience, lle explains.
"W':lt gbout min-

? t.'mend' "'.if:ﬁ
Jind of be a. DL i

e best part of

le-ﬁ Lwlpllma teers from lef
Martins and Viviannette Vazquez

ﬂmo out: Salu’dw Soclal Skills group volun-
Alex mlm, Pau| Swan, Ashley

Offering parents, relatives and friends of children with special needs a resource to find
toys that provide the best opportunities for fun and learning.
Our toys focus on the following skills:

CREATIVITY | FINE MOTOR| THINKING | TACTILE | VISUAL | LANGUAGE| AUDITORY| GROSS MOTOR| SELF ESTEEM

( 'uismh'mwma_.nm_m

www.littlepeoples.bom

for more great products.

Visit

pointing or waving by 12 months
+ No words by 16 months
« Any loss of speech or babbling at any age

For maee information talk to your doctor or
visit



